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Araettoamend-Seetion-50650-3-of-the Health-and-Safety- Code,
relating-te-heusingAn act to add Section 6608.5 to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, relating to sexually violent predators.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 493, as amended, Salinas—CalHeme-Prodsarually violent
predators

Existing law provides for the commitment of convicted sexually
violent predators to the custody of the State Department of Mental
Health for treatment, under specified conditions. If the Director of
Mental Health determines that the person’s diagnosed mental disorder
has so changed that the person is not likely to commit acts of predatory
sexual violence while under supervision and treatment in the
community, the director is required to forward a report and
recommendation for conditional release to the superior court of the
county inwhich the person was convicted of the offense for which he or
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she was committed to the jurisdiction of the Department of Corrections
andthe court is equired toset a hearing, as specified. A person who has
been committed as a sexually violent predator may petition the court for
conditional release with or without the recommendation or coecee

of the Director of Mental Health. Upon receipt of a petition from the
Director of Mental Health or a committed person, if that petition is not
based upon frivolous grounds, the court is required to hold a hearing
to determine whether the person committed would be a danger to the
health and safety of others in that it is likely that he or she will engage
in sexually violent criminal behavior due to his or her diagnosed mental
disoder if under supervision and treatment in the community; if not, the
court is required to order the committed person placed with an
appropriate forensic conditional release program operated by the state
for one year.

This bill would require a nonparolee who is conditionally released
under these provisions to be placed in the county of the civil
commitment, except that the court may consider a recommendation for
alternative placement forwarded to the court by the Director of Mental
Health.
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mitthe-fonds-usedforthatassistance-to-10%-of- the-funds-available to
the-CalHeme Pregramtnafisealyear.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SE%@N—l—SeeHen%@é%@%—ef—the—He&l#n—and%a#ety—Code

SECTION 1. Section 6608.5 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read as follows:

6608.5. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), and except
with respect to a parolee placed pursuant to Section 3003 of the
Penal Code, a person who is conditionally released pursuant to
this article shall be placed in the county of the civil commitment.

(b) When the Director of Mental Health determines that
extraordinary circumstances require placement outside the county
10 of the civii commitment, the director shall forward a
11 recommendation to the court designating an appropriate
12 alternative placement. The court shall consider the
13 recommendation of the director and may approve placement
14 consistent with the recommendation. If the court rejects the
15 director’s recommendation, placement shalhiede in the county
16 of the civil commitment.
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